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Lessons from Unsuccessful Proposals of
Participatory Budgeting

Hsiang-Kai Dong”, Chun-Chien Lin™*
Abstract

Participatory budgeting (PB) not only allows citizens to independently
decide how to manage public budgets, but also supports administrative agencies
in building a positive image whereby citizens’ needs are addressed through PB.
However, some of the things raised in PB proposals should have been handled
mandatorily by government agencies because those were statutory duties. If that
is the case, then why should citizens go through the PB process to solve
something that government agencies should have solved themselves?
Furthermore, if such a phenomenon exists in the “successfully passed proposals”,
is it possible that a higher proportion of those proposals that “failed to pass”
and/or were “executed in advance” were trying to address similar problems?

This study analyzes the contents of PB proposals in Taipei City from 2017
to 2020 (including the proposals that “failed to pass” and/or were “executed in
advance”) and finds that 23.7% of the proposals involved the types of problems
that the “System of City Street Inspection” and “State Compensation” may hold
the government agencies accountable for. In other words, the problems raised by
citizens in the proposals were due to “omissions” or “actions of government
agencies without apparent benefit” or “delays in action”. This study explores the

problems of administrative inaction by analyzing the content of PB proposals and

* Hsiang-Kai Dong, Associate Professor, Department of Public Administration & Taiwan Institute
for Governance and Communication Research, National Chengchi University, email:
hkdong@nccu.edu.tw (Corresponding Author)

** Chun-Chien Lin, Master, Department of Public Administration, National Chengchi University,
email: 108256005@g.nccu.edu.tw
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provides suggestions to modify this dilemma in governance.

Keywords: participatory budgeting, administrative omission, city street

inspection, state compensation, resident assembly
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